
CHATSWORTH  GOLF  CLUB 
AGM  10  DECEMBER  2019     

 
M I N U T E S 

 
   62 members were present. 
 
Apologies: Robert Williams, Bonny & Stuart Britland, Jane Williamson, 

Judith Mason, Daphne Spencer, Marnie Ashbrook 
 
 The trophy winners had been presented with their prizes prior 

to the meeting. 
  
    The Chairman Mark Harries welcomed everyone to the 

meeting and congratulated all those who had won trophies.   
He said a questionnaire had been circulated on the future of 
Presentation Evening which he hoped members would 
complete and return. 

  
Minutes: The minutes of the 2018 AGM had been displayed on the 

website and in the Golf Room prior to the meeting.  These 
were formally accepted. 

  
 Proposed: John Oliver 
 Seconded: Hughie Mitchell 
     
Matters arising: There were no matters arising.  
 
Treasurer’s report: The Treasurer explained he operated a simple cash 

accounting system.  For the financial year 1 October 2018 to 
30 September 2019 Income was £109,921.32 and 
Expenditure £124,388.69 with an operating loss of £14,467.37 
and a bank balance of £12,177.29. 

 Subscriptions were down in the last year.  Green fees were 
up, joining fees were up, and so was bank interest.  
Presentation Evening income was down.  Course 
improvements expenditure was up, this included work on the 
2nd green and reshaping of the back of the 7th.  There was an 
increase in insurance costs but expenditure on competitions 
was down by £353.  The charge for the Hall for Charity Day 
had been refunded and the £340 had been paid to Air 
Ambulance.  

 From the floor member John Spon-Smith queried the increase 
in green fees but it was confirmed the Committee had decided 
to make green fees £15 across the board from April 2020. 

 
 The accounts were accepted: 
 
 Proposed John Mellor 
 Seconded Carol Marsden 
 
 The Chairman thanked the Treasurer. 
 



Subscriptions The existing subscriptions: 
 
 Ordinary  £175 
 Associate  £365 
 Ordinary Junior £20 
 Associate Junior £30 
 Ordinary Student under 22 £50 
 Associate Student under 22 £75 
 Joining fee  £200 
 
 There was currently a shortfall of 17 members which 

amounted to almost £8,000 of revenue.  It was proposed the 
subscription rates for 2021 should be considered again in 
August 2020.  No unnecessary expenditure would be 
considered. 

 There was no longer a waiting list for membership and this 
information would be included on the website.      

 
Chairman’s report:  
 
“This is my first report as Chairman of a club I am honoured to serve. I make no 
excuse for repeating John Oliver’s words of last year. As Chairman and with John as 
Vice our prime duties are to look after the interests of the Estate to ensure that the 
club is administered in a way that our status as an Estate amenity is justified. We 
must also protect the integrity of the estate and the Cavendish family, always with an 
eye on the impact we have on our important listed landscape. 
You will know that we aim to maintain a certain level of full members approx. 1:3 to 
justify our status as a Chatsworth Amenity. We cannot always achieve this, but it 
must be our aim to do so to continue to enjoy the benefit of a rent-free course with 
continued Estate support. You have heard from Kevan that membership numbers 
have reduced slightly and it is important that we bring in more associate members as 
well as full members in the coming year.  
Chatsworth Ladies’ Section has enjoyed another very good year.  Well-attended 
winter club mornings were an opportunity to become familiar with the new rules; and 
the season’s club competitions attracted healthy fields, with newer members very 
actively and successfully engaged.  Other events such as the Christmas Lunch, Golf 
Holiday, New Mills Exchange and Lady Captain’s Away Day were well supported and 
much enjoyed.” 
“The Ladies’ Open was a resounding success and applications for next year are 
already being received.  The Mixed Open also proved very successful. Let’s hope for 
the same next year. 
Ladies’ Interclub competitions (Taskers, Silver, Bronze, Interclub Foursomes) were 
extremely well supported with many players, including some newer golfers, keen to 
get involved.  While they did not make any semi-finals this year (the Bronze Team 
came very close), the ladies enjoyed some very sporting and competitive games on 
beautiful courses 
Further afield, large numbers of our ladies played in open competitions and 
Chatsworth teams were often in the prizes including: Abbeydale, Renishaw, Tapton, 
SDLGC Ramsdale Park and SDLGC Kedleston. Alison Lunt won the Derbyshire 
County Golf Spring Medal at Burton, beating County Players.  Chatsworth players 
also represented their County in Vets and SDLGC Inter-County matches. 



And finally, Aileen and Carol’s amazing run in the Daily Mail Foursomes has become 
the stuff of legend, with their progress followed avidly by both ladies and gentlemen.  
They made us all very proud. 
Our ladies work hard, and the resulting success of our Ladies’ section - both socially 
and in golfing terms - is the envy of many, considerably bigger clubs in the County.  
Andy Lloyd will give his report on the men’s year but it would also be very remiss of 
me not to mention the great success of Charity day raising the tremendous sum of 
£6,150 for the Air Ambulance. Well done to all involved and thank you to Aileen and 
the events committee for all their sterling work 
Despite the indifferent weather the course has held up well, until the last month, but 
with record rainfall most courses have been affected. Mark Evans has made a very 
hardworking start in his role of Greens Secretary and our thanks go to him and to the 
Popes for presenting the course so well. Even the much maligned second green has 
come through and is going to be a credit to the course. 
Clive Wilby has left us for pastures new and I must thank him for all his work over the 
years and Kevin Mills for stepping in and taking charge of our website. He and we 
hope to make it the main source of information for the members and those who have 
visited it recently will have seen the extra information now available. This will be 
further developed over the coming years. 
One new development you may be aware of is that we are now required to have a 
Safeguarding Officer. Details are again on the website and I must thank John 
Bennett for stepping into this role. We have a little way to go yet but he is now almost 
fully accredited after a few months hard work and training.  
The role of Captain is not just a privilege but also two years of hard work and 
commitment first as vice and then as Captain. We must thank both Annie and Andy 
for their huge involvement particularly in a year when the weather gods did not 
always play their part. They both deserve a round of applause for their great efforts 
on your behalf. 
I know that our incoming captains, Carol and Phil will continue to uphold the 
traditions of the Club and we wish them well in the coming year.  
Finally, I must thank the committee for their hard work over the past year. It makes 
my role so much easier when I know that I can rely on such committed people and 
particularly John Oliver who has guided me through my first year of office.  
I look forward to the next year and hope that my own physical challenges of this year 
will diminish and enable me to take a fuller part on the golf course in 2020. 
 
Thank you.” 
                                                          
 Election of officers: Current serving officers: 
 
 President The Duke of Devonshire 
 Vice President The Earl of Burlington 
 Chairman Mark Harries  (continuing) 
 Vice Chairman John Oliver (continuing) 
 Treasurer Kevan Gaffey (continuing) 
 Hon Secretary Andrew Lloyd       (continuing) 
 Minutes Sec Sue Barlow              (co-opted/continuing) 
 Fixtures Sec Andrew Kernaghan  (continuing) 
 Greens Sec Mark Evans   (continuing) 
 Handicap Sec John Mellor  (continuing) 
  
 All the officers were prepared to continue.  
 



Election of  In addition to the officers there were 6 Ordinary members   
Committee:    on the Committee. 
 
 Fred Mellor (continuing) Helena Gaffey (continuing) 
 Graham Ward (continuing) Alison Sumner (continuing) 
 Hughie Mitchell (continuing) 
 Robert Williams (co-opted during past year) 
  
 Kevin Mills (Website – to be co-opted) 
 
 All the officers and committee were elected: 
  
 Proposed:  Bill Littleton 
 Seconded: Charles Jackson  
 
Captain’s report: Retiring Captain Andrew Lloyd said it had been an honour and 

a privilege to be Captain of Chatsworth Golf Club.  Andrew 
said that despite the weather and his health being against 
things at times his year had been enjoyable and successful.  

 There had been less men’s matches during the year but it was 
not always possible to get a team.  Sadly the Club had lost 
members Philip Hurst, Lizzie Pierce, Alf Lowe and Gordon 
Bowering.    There were 8 new lady members and 9 new men 
so far and he asked that they be welcomed and helped into 
the Club. Andrew thanked Lady Captain Annie McClimont for 
all her support and the officers and members of the Club who 
had helped him.  He proposed Philip Barber as Captain and 
said the Club would be in very good hands.  

 
 Seconded:  John Spon-Smith. 
 
 The new Captain, Philip Barber said it had been very pleasant 

to work with Andrew who had suffered some worrying health 
issues which he had made a speedy recovery from to continue 
as Captain. 

 
 Philip Barber then proposed Robert McDonald as his Vice 

Captain. 
 
 Seconded:  Lawrence Armstrong 
 
 The Chairman introduced the new Lady Captain Carol 

Marsden who said she was looking forward to working with 
Philip and Robert and introduced her Lady Vice Captain Sue 
Lloyd.  The Chairman welcomed Sue. 

  
AOB: John Spon-Smith asked what plans the Committee were 

making to ensure the future of the Club.  The Chairman replied 
that so far they had no plans but the committee were going to 
look at this.  He said that Chatsworth was unique as few golf 
Clubs were attached to “stately homes”.  Sufficient income 
was needed to run the Club for the future and the implications 
of the situation would need to be looked at.  The Club was still 



an estate benefit and it was aware the Cavendish Club had 
problems and they needed to work together.  The Golf Club 
could not be viewed in isolation.   

 Andrew Lloyd said perhaps one of the first steps was 
communication from Committee to members and lines of 
communication via the website should be better in future.  He 
said members should keep in touch via the website. 

 John Mellor, the Handicap Secretary, said the membership 
ought to realise that major changes to the world handicap 
system would be coming in with the new slope system.  He 
would keep the membership posted. 

 The Chairman emphasised to members it was their course, 
their Club and information would be coming through the 
website. 

 Lawrence Armstrong suggested more use of the Cavendish 
Club with monthly prize presentations at the Club. 

 The Chairman said the committee must discuss and decide all 
this and maybe make more use of the kitchen facilities at the 
Cavendish Club.  He thanked Lawrence for his suggestions. 

     
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


